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Great Britain

Public holidays in Great Britain are called “Bank Holidays“, because all the banks, offices, schools, shops and factories are closed on these days.

Good Friday, the Friday before Easter, is the anniversary of Christ’s crucifixion. Another bank holiday is the Eastern Monday. White Monday, seven weeks after Easter, is a festival celebrating the coming of the Holy Ghost. August Bank Holiday is a very popular summer holiday.

Christmas is the most beautiful of all the holidays. Preparations for it start weeks before. Special decorations, lights and decorated trees can be seen everywhere. People buy presents and send Christmas postcards to their relatives and friends. On Christmas Eve children hang their stockings at the foot of the bed for Santa Claus to fill them. In the morning of Christmas Day the children get up early to find and enjoy the presents. Mothers prepare the traditional Christmas dinner: filled turkey or duck and Christmas pudding afterwards. The following day is the Boxing Day, when Christmas boxes with presents are given to postmen, dustmen and other people who do services to the household.

New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day are public holidays in Scotland, but in England they are not. Friends and neighbors meet to drink  to the New Year and wish each other good luck or go to a party to celebrate the coming of the new year.

There are other days of the year which are not public holidays in England but the English people celebrate them in some way.

It is the 14th February, St. Valentine’s Day, when friends and lovers send one another letters or greeting cards expressing their love and affection.

The 5th November, Guy Fawkes’ Day, is the night when there are bonfires, fireworks and rockets and much noise everywhere in England. Children can make a bonfire and burn on it the fun figure made of straw, representing Guy Fawkes, who wanted to blow up the Houses of Parliament.

The USA

The most important public holiday in the U.S.A., in terms of American history, is The Fourth of July or Independence Day. It celebrates independence of American colonies from the British. It is the anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence in 1776. Typical American activities for this day are picnics, barbeques, parades, and fireworks.

The oldest American holiday is Thanksgiving Day, which is celebrated in November. It is a unique American holiday. It was celebrated for the first time in 1621 as the expression of the joy of people after their first successful harvest which helped the colony at Plymouth to survive the winter. (fourth Thursday in November – federal holiday)
Traditionally celebrates the giving of thanks for the autumn harvest. Typical celebration includes consumption of a large “Turkey dinner,” complete with stuffing and cranberry sauce.
The Memorial Day, celebrated on 30th May, and also Veteran’s Day are patriotic holidays, which help Americans to remember, who fought in wars for their country. On these days the people visit cemeteries and memorials to honor those, who sacrificed their lives for America.

The Labor Day is celebrated on the first Monday in September to honor working people of America. This holiday is generally used for rest and recreation. 

Birthday of two great American presidents, Abraham Lincoln and George Washington, are celebrated by the people of the U.S.A. on 17th February, which is called the President’s Day.
One of the most important events in American history was the discovery of the continent by Christopher Columbus on October 12, 1492. The Columbus Day is also a public holiday.

Besides celebrations of important events of American history there are holidays which have a more private character and are celebrated in families.

It is Easter, the typical spring holiday. Children like this holiday very much, because the Easter Bunny comes with colored or chocolate eggs and candies. 

Halloween is a typical American holiday celebrated on October 31. People get dressed in costumes and go to parties to have fun, children walk from door to door and get candies.

Christmas is a typical winter holiday. It is an occasion for meeting with relatives. In town squares there are giant Christmas trees with decorations and electronic lights. On Christmas Eve the trees are also decorated in families. Santa Claus comes on Christmas Day and the children (the adults too) open the boxes with their presents. 

New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day are days of celebration in the U.S.A. People generally go to parties to welcome the coming year. They make resolutions and promises to change or improve their future lives.

Slovakia

The public holidays in Slovakia can be divided into state holidays and religious holidays.

The 1st of January is one of the state holidays and commemorates the day when Slovakia became independent and The Slovak republic was founded.

The 1st of May is the official Labor Day, when school children and working people have a day free and relax.

The 8th of May is celebrated as the victory over fascism in Slovakia and the end of World War II.

On the 29th of August people remember those, who fought against fascism in The Slovak National Uprising. 

The September the 1st is the day of the Constitution of The Slovak republic.

January the 6th is the first of the religious holidays of Slovakia; it commemorates the Apparition of Lord.

Easter is a Christian feast, associated with the coming of spring. The straw figure of Morena, representing winter, is carried to the stream two weeks before Easter. On Easter Monday, the boys whip the girls with whips made of willow twigs and drench them with water. The girls tie colored ribbons to the whips and give chocolate or variously decorated eggs to the boys. The people decorate their homes with branches of blossoming willow, called catkins.

The 5th of July commemorates the arrival of Saint Cyril and Saint Methodius to the Great Moravian Empire. (they were Byzantine teachers of the Christian faith and creators of the Slavonic script)

On the September 15th churches organize wakes, as this day, at Our Lady of Sorrows, the patron saint of Slovakia is celebrated.

The 1st of November is called the All Saints Day. People remember their deceased by going to cemeteries and decorating the graves with flowers and candles.

The 6th of December, The Saint Nicholas Day, is not a public holiday. On the eve, children clean their boots and put them in the window for Saint Nicholas to fill them with candies, chocolates, fruit and nuts.

Christmas is celebrated similar to other countries. People prepare for it weeks in advance. On the Christmas Eve, they have dinner near the beautifully decorated Christmas tree. The dinner is bountiful – traditionally consisting of an apple, wafers with honey, nuts and garlic, cabbage soup and fish, mostly carp. After the dinner, everyone runs to the tree, as Jesus Christ/ Santa Claus puts presents under it.

HOLIDAYS in Slovakia, the USA and UK
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All Saints Day

Independence Day

The Saints Nicholas Day

Boxing Day

Halloween

The Slovak National Uprising

Thanksgiving Day

Guy Fawkes´ Day

The End of World War II

President´s Day

White Monday

The Columbus Day

Easter

Christmas

New Year´s Eve

A) Christmas boxes with presents are given to postmen, dustmen and other people who do services to the household.

B) The 8th of May is celebrated as the victory over fascism in Slovakia

C) People prepare for it weeks in advance. On the Christmas Eve, they have dinner near the beautifully decorated Christmas tree. The dinner is bountiful – traditionally consisting of an apple, wafers with honey, nuts and garlic, cabbage soup and fish, mostly carp. After the dinner, everyone runs to the tree, as Jesus Christ/ Santa Claus puts presents under it.

D) typical American holiday celebrated on October 31. People get dressed in costumes and go to parties to have fun, children walk from door to door and get candies.

E) the night when there are bonfires, fireworks and rockets and much noise everywhere in England. Children can make a bonfire and burn on it the fun figure made of straw, representing Guy Fawkes, who wanted to blow up the Houses of Parliament.

F) it is not a public holiday. On the eve, children clean their boots and put them in the window for Saint Nicholas to fill them with candies, chocolates, fruit and nuts.

G) it is celebrated in November. It is a unique American holiday. It was celebrated for the first time in 1621 as the expression of the joy of people after their first successful harvest. Traditionally celebrates the giving of thanks for the autumn harvest. Typical celebration includes consumption of a large “Turkey dinner,” complete with stuffing and cranberry sauce.

H) On the 29th of August people remember those, who fought against fascism

I) It is seven weeks after Easter, is a festival celebrating the coming of the Holy Ghost.

J) A public holiday celebrating one of the most important events in American history was the discovery of the continent by Christopher Columbus on October 12, 1492.

K) People generally go to parties to welcome the coming year. They make resolutions and promises to change or improve their future lives.

L) It is a Christian feast, associated with the coming of spring. At this holiday we also celebrate Jesus´ resurrection. 

M) It is on the 1st of November. People remember the people who died. We go to cemeteries and decorae the graves with flowers and candles.

N) Birthday of two great American presidents, Abraham Lincoln and George Washington, are celebrated by the people of the U.S.A. on 17th February.

O) It celebrates independence of American colonies from the British. It is the anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence in 1776. Typical American activities for this day are picnics, barbeques, parades, and fireworks.

saint - svätý

independence - nezávislosť

Christmas - Vianoce

Easter – Veľká Noc

dustman - smetiar

do services -  robiť služby 

celebrate - oslavovať

victory (over) – víťazstvo nad

in advance - vopred

decorated - ozdobený

bountiful – štedrý 

cabbage soup – sauerkraft – kapustová polievka

get dressed (in) – obliecť sa (do) 

bonfires - vatry

straw – slama 

blow up - vybuchnúť

expression – vyjadrenie 

joy - radosť

successful - úspešný

harvest - úroda

Holy ghost – Svätý duch

event – udalosť 

discovery – objav 

resolution - predsavzatie

improve – zlepšiť, vylepšiť

feast – sviatok, oslava

associated with – týkajúci sa

resurrection of Jesus - vzkriesenie 

cemetery - cintorín

grave - hrob

candle - sviečka

anniversary - výročie

signing - podpísanie

fireworks - ohňostroje

explain - vysvetliť

instead of - namiesto

obviously - očividne

try to solve – skúsiť  vyriešiť

attend – navštevovať školu, kurz

share – deliť sa o 

future – budúcnosť 

follow - následovať

